
Technology Terms to Know Assessment 

Instructional Devices: 

1. LCD/Data Projector:  

A projection device used to connect to a video source, normally a 
computer, to display presentations, video, and websites. 

2. Smartboard or Interactive Whiteboard:  

Used as a projection screen in conjunction with LCD/Data projector, the 
interactive whiteboard allows the teacher or student to control the 
computer from the board with their finger or smartboard pens. You can tap 
the board like clicking a mouse, or you can create projects with Smart 
notebook and have students manipulate images and websites with the 
Smart software. 

3. Document Projector/ELMO:  

This is the overhead projector of the 21st century. This allows you to view 
documents and transparencies with excellent clarity on a projection 
screen. You can also see greater detail in objects for science and other 
courses. 

4. Digital Video Camera and Still Camera: 

The digital video camera or still camera allows you to capture images and 
video to the camera by tape or built in memory and transfer it to a 
computer for editing. This is an important tool for students to create 
projects for multimedia presentations. 

 

Hardware:  

5. USB Cable: 

Common computer connection for cameras, and external devices such as 
printers, flash drives, etc. 

6. Flash/Thumb Drive: 

A portable storage device that plugs into a usb port on your computer.  

7. Hard Drive: 



The storage for all files on your computer. This is where your your data, 
files, and operating system exist on your computer. Think of it like a big 
filing cabinet. The cabinet is the hard drive and in it are all of your folders 
and files.  

8. Operating System: Windows XP, Vista, Macintosh OS X etc. This is the 
type of system interface that you use to work on a computer. It is what you 
see when you work on your computer and software is installed on this. 
Think of it like a car. The computer is the car frame with the engine and 
the operating system is the steering wheel and that you see to control the 
computer. The type of operating system, Windows XP, Vista, Mac OS are 
the make and model. 

9. RAM:  

Memory, this is important for computer performance.  

10. Network Cable:  

The cable that connects to a the wall jack in your classroom. It is also 
referred to as an Ethernet cable.  

11. Wireless Card:  

Most are built in to the laptops we currently use, but this is necessary 
connect wirelessly to the school network. 

Technology Resources: 

12. E-mail: 

The Electronic Mailbox used to communicate over the internet. We use it 
in the world for nearly instant communication. You can also attach files to 
send to others to increase efficiency. 

13. Class Page 

An easy to use teacher website builder that is a part of E-Chalk. The class 
page uses a simple interface to post web links, documents, calendars, and 
other resources to the web for parents and students to use. 

14. Group Page 

This is also a function of E-Chalk that allows you to share and access 
resources posted for staff members. Each school has a faculty and staff 
group page under MY GROUPS. 



15. Web 2.0 

Is a trend among the user forming networked communities to collaborate 
online. An example is docs.google.com which allows users to collaborate 
using spreadsheet, presentation, documentation, and chat tools. Wikis 
and blogs are considered Web 2.0 technologies. 

16. Benchmark Software: 

This web based software is used to create and deliver online assessment 
for quick and efficient data disaggregation for instructional decision 
making. The product we currently use is called interactive achievement 
and can be located at www.interactiveachievement.net/westmoreland . 

For more information ask your technology lead teacher, or instructional 
technology specialist. 

 

Commonly Used Educational Technology Terms: 

17. Data Disaggregation: 

To divide data based on performance and identify trends of weakness to 
create instructional strategies. 

18. Wiki:  

A wiki is a website that enables documents to modified by other users 
collaboratively. 

19. Blog: 

An online journal that is kept that normally focuses on a subject. Viewers 
can leave comments for others to see.  

20. Podcast: 

Web-based audio broadcast via an RSS feed, accessed by subscription 
over the Internet.  

 


